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REPORT OF 


SELECTMEN AND TREASURER. 


We, the Selectmen and Treasurer of the town of Swan- 
zey, submit the following report for the year ending March 
st, 1889. 


APPROPRIATIONS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING 
IN MARCH, 1888. 


Support of schools, $500 00 
Support of poor, 500 00 
Support of bridges, 1,000 0O 
Town charges, I,000 OO 
Repair of highways, 1,500 GO 
Care of cemeteries, IO0O OO 


APPROPRIATED AT THE ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING IN 
MARCH, 1888. 


Repairs of school property, $50 00 


APRIL INVOICE, 18838. 


Resident real estate, $425,360 00 
Non-resident real estate, 75,560 00 
Mills and machinery, 44,400 0O 
Stock in trade, 27,950 00 


Money at interest, c 17,520 OO 
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Stock in banks and other cofporations, $6,100 00 
Stock in public funds, 4,650 00 
425 polls, 42,500 OO 
352 horses, 23,845 00 
588 cows, 14,254 00 
64 oxen, 3,405 OO 
209 other cattle, 35290 OO 
653 sheep, ~ 2,008 00 
18 hogs, 116 00 
_ 40 carriages, 2,500 OO 
Total valuation, $693,458 00 
Rate per cent. $1.25. 
Tax resulting, $8,668 22 
Tax on 129 dogs, 3 142 0O 
Fire precinct tax (West Swanzey,) . 155 17 
Gain computing, 63 
Added to Collector’s book, 3°96 
Total amount committed to Collector, $8,969 77 





RECEIPTS FOR 1888. 


Remaining in treasury March rst, 1888, $1,835 67 
Tax remaining in Collector’s hands, 255 79 
Savings bank tax for 1888, 35485 30 
Literary fund, 270 54 
Railroad tax, 145 41 
Received of county for support of paupers, 314 37 
- John Burke, abatement of tax, paid, I 30 
Received of town of Unity, N. H., 13 36 
License of pool table, - IO 00 
C. A. Wood, for support of N. C. Stone’s family, 12 00 
Geo. W. Willis, old bridge plank, 75 
West Swanzey fire precinct, sale of lumber. I 25 


————___ 


$6,345 74 
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MONEY BORROWED. 


April 27, 1888, George E. Whitcomb, 
June 28, 1888, Cheshire National Bank, 
October 10, 1888, George E. Whitcomb, 





DISBURSEMENTS. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Frank S. Faulkner, Selectman for 1887, 
Norris C. Carter, - me 
Orleans S. Eaton, ¥ us 
George I. Cutler, Town Clerk A 
George I. Cutler, member School Board 1887, 
Alonzo A. Ware, ‘“ + ia = 
Benjamin Read, s a 3: fi 
Edmund Stone, Collector 1887, 

George E. Whitcomb, Treasurer, 1887, 
Benjamin C. Snow, Sexton, 

George Whitcomb, ‘ 

Benjamin Read, Moderator, 1888, 

George A. Seaver, Supervisor, 1888, 

C. R. Worcester, 6 6 
Edmund Stone, oy a 


$500. 00 


494 75 
1,700 OO 


$2,694. 75 


$155 00 
127 OO 
I25 OO 
33 03 
50 oOo 
50 OO 
33 33 


100 OO 
35 00 
27 00 
30 00 

3 00 
16 0O 
16 00 


paws 
$816 31 








SUPPORT OF COUNTY: PAUPERS. 


John C. Bourn, aid to Alfred Russell, 


$2 oo 


Fisher & Munsell, coffin for Alfred Russell’s child, 3 00 
Geo. I. Cutler, medical attendance upon Chas. F. 


Cutting, 


3° 75 
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Boston Branch Shoe Store, boots for Marsden 
Bishop, 

Z. G. Taft, wood for Marsden Bishop, 

S. H. Fox, aid to Marsden Bishop, 

Harriet Chamberlain, aid to M. Bishop, 

Atwood & Burke, meat for J. Vigneau, 


George I. Cutler, medical attendance upon Joseph — 


Vigneau, 
A. B. Read, aid furnished J. Vigneau, 
M. Burke, meat for J. Vigneau, 
Geo. F. Lane & Son, house rent for J. Vigneau, 
Geo. F. Lane & Son, moving J. Vigneau, 
Fisher & Munsell, coffins for Mrs. E. Russell and 
child, 
Alfred Talbot, house rent for Mrs. Mary Smith, 
Woodbury & Howard, coffin for Angelina Dyer, 
N. C. Carter, carrying Wm. Galiger to county farm, 
Haskell Carpenter, house rent for Mrs. Mary Smith, 
N. C. Carter, aid to Mrs. Ellen Deyo, 
N. C. Carter, aid to Mrs. Mary Smith, 
N. C. Carter, aid to J. Vigneau, 
N. C. Carter, aid to M. Bishop, 
J. L. Starkey, aid to Dyer, 
N. C. Carter, aid to E. Russell, 
S. H. Fox, aid to Mrs. Mary Smith, 








SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 


Orleans S. Eaton, aid to Mrs. F. Shover, 

Norris C. Carter, aid to Mrs. F. Shover and family, 

J. L. Starkey, aid to Mrs. F. De Bell’s children, 

F. S. Faulkner, aid to Mrs. Truman L. Ballou, 

A. S. Whitcomb, board and clothes for Stone 
children, 

Geo. I. Cutler, medical attendance upon A. Bryant, 
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Norris C. Carter, aid to Stone children, 


Norris C. Carter, aid to Mrs. Truman L. Ballou, 
Mrs. A. S. Whitcomb, board of Stone children, 


F. S. Faulkner, aid to Mrs. F. Shover, 
Grace O. Hale, at county farm, 
M. Burke, aid to Lawson and Bradley Hill, 


D. K. Townsend, wood for F. Shover and family, 


J. L. Starkey, aid to Stone children, 
S. H. Fox, aid to Lawson and Bradley Hill, 


$13 50 
4 OO 
78 75 
44 00 
g2 OO 
3 50 

3 00 
4 OO 


34 85 





$395 20 


SUPPORT OF HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Orleans S. Eaton, work on bridge, 


Joseph W. Ballou, work on highway and bridge, 


Joseph W. Ballou, lighting bridge, 
Wesley Talbot, work on highway, 

J. L. Starkey, work on highway, . 
Thayer Thompson, work on highway, 
Henry Holbrook, snowing bridge, 


Henry Gould, time on bridge at West Swanzey, 


Luther L. Estabrook, snowing bridge, 
Luther L. Estabrook, work on highway, 
Benj. H. Richardson, work on highway, 
Norris C. Carter, work on highway, 
Fred H. Dickerman, work on highway, 
Ripley Nittrowr, work on highway, 

M. C. Stone, work on highway, 1887, 
Norris C. Carter, work on bridges, 
Norris C. Carter, plank, 

Norris C. Carter, work on bridges and help, 
Homer Stratton, snowing bridge, 2 
E. M. Bullard, work on highway, 

C. L. Russell & Co., sawing oak, 

Geo. E. Whitcomb, hemlock lumber, 
Daniel Very, chestnut plank, 


$1 oo 
12 So 
I 00 
75 

6 00 
I 50 
6 00 
2 00 
300 
60 

1,108 03 
620 72 
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Geo. W. Richardson, work and gravel, 

O. H. Higgins, building abutments and pier to 
West Swanzey bridge, 

N. C. Carter, work and help on West Swanzey 
bridge, 

David Whitcomb, snowing bridge, 1857, 

David Whitcomb, spikes, 

Geo. W. Richardson, work on West Swanzey 
bridge, 

Geo. A. Seaver, painting West Swanzey bridge, 

N. C. Carter, team work and work on West 
Swanzey bridge, 

Calvin H. Ellis, lumber for West Swanzey bridge, 

Joseph Iredale, lighting West Swanzey bridge, 

Ax J..Read, cutting brush, 

Henry Holbrook, work on highway, 

Edwin Snow, work on highway, 

L. A. Fuller, bridge timber, 

L. A. Fuller, work on bridge, 

J. P. Newton, work on highway, 

Orrin F. Oakman, gravel for highway, 

Alonzo Farr, gravel for highway, 

H. N. Fletcher, work on highway, 

Edmund Stone, gravel for highway, 

F. Downing, bridge plank, 

F. Downing, work on bridge, 

C. L. Lane, work on highway, 

.C, L. Lane, posts and poles, 

C. L. Lane, iron, 

Alonzo Farr, work on highway, 

B. F. Lombard, sawing bridge timber, 

Lawson and Bradley Hill, cutting brush, 

Joseph W. Ballou, work on highway, 

Benj. H. Richardson, tools and drain pipe, 

H. H. Bolles, work on highway, 

J. L. Starkey, work on bridge, 


$5 
1,700 
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J. L. Starkey, bridge timber, $4 50 
D. B. C. Hill, work on highway, I 50 
D. B. C. Hill, use of cart, 2 00 

E. 8. Holbrook, oak timber for West Swanzey 
bridge, 13 43 
Geo. O. Capron, work on highway, 4 50 
Geo. O. Capron, gravel, So 
F. L. Snow, timber for West Swanzey bridge, 5 00 
F. L. Snow, sand, 8 00 

Josiah Parsons, lighting bridge and work on high- 
way, £25 
David Whitcomb, work on highways, 6 00 
David Whitcomb, posts and poles, 6 oo 
$4,146 83 

BREAKING ROADS. 

Fred H. Dickerman, $255 79 
Geo. W. Faulkner, 32.32 
John Pentland, 34 84 
Noble T. Smith, 4 50 
A. N. Howe, help, 46 39 
A. N. Howe, services, I OO 
John B. Adams, 3 25 
John B. Adams, 1887, 75 
E. M. Bullard, 44. 79 
Orleans S. Eaton, 13 00 
Simeon H. Holbrook, 4 20 
Chas. R. Worcester, 45 15 
Leonard Whitcomb, 2 50 
Geo. H. Hills, 7 20 
John L. Winch, AQ 29 
Geo. F. Lane & Son, 11g 55 
L. N. Hewes, 7 95 
Geo. F. Newell, I 95 
John M. Prentice, 13 48 


$2 be 


Arza A. Higgins, 
Martin M. Cram, 
Joseph W. Ballou, 
Wesley Talbot, 
Elmer J. Bullard, 
J. L. Starkey, 

N. C. Carter, 
Nelson A. Collier, 
D. A. Robbins, 
D.B. Ca, 
Thayer ‘Thompson, 
L. M. Stone, 
Ansel Dickinson, 
E. O. Whitcomb, 
John G. Guillow, 
E. W. Handy, 

A. 8S. Whitcomb, 
Wm. Ballou, 

A. A. Morse, 

W. I. Ballou, 
Willard Ballou, 


Benj. H. Richardson, 


Lee Taft, 

John F. Ballou, 
M. C. Stone, 
David Whitcomb, 
Henry Fassett, 
Oliver Patnod, 
Homer Stratton, 
L. N. Hewes, 

J. P. Newton, 

H. H. Bolles, 
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SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


Appropriated by the town, $2,500 00 
Literary fund, 252082 
Dog tax, 93, 00 

$2,846 82 


NOTES AND INTEREST PAID. 





George E. Whitcomb, $2,242 QI 
The Cheshire National Bank, 500 00 

$2,742 91 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mrs. Evans, keeping tramps, $4 50 
Charles Enos, damages on highway and cost, 108 18 
Orleans S. Eaton, housing scraper, 2 GO 
Mary M. Hammond, lighting bridge, 20 00 
Sentinel Printing Co., printing town reports, 42 00 
Clinton Collins, services as Sexton, 300 
N. C. Carter, telephoning, 45 
N. C. Carter, aid to tramps, Sok 
N. C. Carter, postage stamps, 25 
Carter & Greenleaf, over tax, PNG 2452 
G. G. Bidwell, sawing wood and care of town house, 3, 00 
Edmund Stone, abatement of taxes, 13353 
Edmund Stone, abatement of dog tax, I OO 
W. H. Spalter, record books and Collector’s book, 24 50 
W. H. Spalter, town officer and blank books, 2 85 
Z. G. Taft, wood for town house, 2 OO 
C. L. Russell & Co,, land damage, 245, 00 
C. L. Russell & Co., cost on road case, 4l 74 
C. L. Russell & Co., land damage (new road), 200 0O 
John A. Hamblett, land damage (new road), I 00 


EK. F. Lane, building new road, I 0O 
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Mrs. Sarah C. Kendall, board of S. Richardson, 
Batchelder & Faulkner, retaining fee, 1888, 
Batchelder & Faulkner, services, 

Amos Lawrence, damage by dog, 

Park E. Wright, decoration fund, 

Sentinel Printing Co., printing, 

Geo. I. Cutler, taking affidavits, 

E. G. Cross, freight on scraper plate, 

N. C. Carter, car fare and telephoning, 
John Pentland, removing nuisance, 

John Hadlock, edge and bolts for scraper, 
Chas. R. Weeks, removing nuisance, 
James Marsh, aid to Mrs. James Smith, 

J. D. Colony & Sons, advertising, 

W. P. Allen, views for town history, 

C. L. Russell & Co., wood, 

B. F. Lombard, public watering place, 


Edward Wilcox, ‘ 66 6s 
Thos. W. Parkinson, public ee, Pe 
A. H. Hamblet, 6 

Ji Porter, v6 6 66 
Samuel Bishop, « 6 rT 
DeBAG: Hill, 66 66 74 
Joshua N. Cole, « 66 rr 


Geo. W. Willis, taking affidavits, 

Salmon H. Fox, execution vs. Lewis O. Merret, 
J. C. Field, over-tax, 

N. H. Evans, keeping tramps, 

M. C. Stone, work in cemetery, 

Homer Stratton, work in cemetery, 

Homer Stratton, brimstone, 

Thos. J. Fitzgerald, damage to cow on highway, 
R. R. Ramsdell, Jr., public watering place, 

Ira J. Prouty, reporting births, 

F. O. Dodge, blacksmithing, 

S. H. Fox, oiler and oil, 
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S. H. Fox, nails, bolts and zinc, $10 17 
S. H. Fox, powder, matches and fuse, 78 

Geo. I. Cutler, reporting marriages, births and 
deaths to State Registrar, II 10 
Geo. I. Cutler, reporting births and deaths, 12 50 
J. L. Starkey, damage to Stas by eee } IO OO 
Orleans 8. Eaton, ‘* 35 00 
Geo. W. Willis, ‘* if 24 00 
Geo. O. Capron, ‘ oh * 9g OO 
Chester; ia. Lane, *‘ 5 3 4 00 
David Whitcomb, public watering place, 1887-88, 6 00 
$1,425 20 

RECAP EDUCATION: 
RECEIPTS. 


Cash remaining in the treasury March tst, 1888, $1,835 67 
Tax remaining in Collector’s hands March 1st,1888, 255 79 


Received from State, savings bank tax, 1888, 35485 30 
Received from State, literary fund, 1888, 270 54. 
Received from State, railroad tax, 1888, I45 41 
Received from County, support of paupers, Zin ee 
John Burke, abatement of tax, paid, PEZO 
Received from Town of Unity, N. H., 12 36 
License of pool table, IO 00 
C. A. Wood, for support of N. C. Stone’s family, 12 00 
Borrowed during the year, 2,694. 75 
Collector, taxes for 1888, 8,585 00 
G. W. Willis, old bridge plank, 75 
West Swanzey fire precinct, sale of lumber, I 25 








$17,625 49 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


Town officers, _ 

County paupers, 

Town paupers, 

Highways and bridges, 
Breaking roads, 

Support of schools, 
Support of school property, 
Miscellaneous expenses, 
West Swanzey fire district tax, 
State tax, 

County tax, 

Notes and interest paid, 


DOG TAX. 
Tax on 129 dogs, 


Damage to sheep by dogs, 
Abatement on dog tax, 
Balance of dog tax due schools, 


LIABILITIES. 


Estimated due town officers, 

Due County, board Grace O. Hale, 
Due schools, literary fund, 

Due schools, dog tax, 

Due schools, for repairs, 

















15 








ASSETS. 
Cash in treasury, | $17 68 
Remaining in Collector’s hands, | 384.77 
Due from County, 46 18 
‘ $448 63 
Total amount of liabilities, $1,340 O04 
Total amount of assets, 448 63 





Leaving the indebtedness of the town at this date, 
March ist, 1889, $891 41 
FRANK 8S. FAULKNER, 
(LGN) Oi ad 3 hl Seog 7.8. aS Do 
NORRIS C. CARTER, 
Selectmen of Swanzey. 


GEO. E. WHITCOMB, TZvreasurer. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. | 


The Board was organized the same as last year by 
choosing Dr. G. I. Cutler, Chairman, and A. A. Ware, 
Secretary and Treasurer; and the assignment of the differ- 
ent schools among its numbers was also substantially the 
same. A summary of the annexed table will show that we 
have had 11 schools of 3 terms each; about 10 weeks to a 
term, and 30 weeks for the year. There has been but one 
school in the village at East Swanzey instead of two last 
year. The whole number of different scholars attending 
has been 327, 172 boys and 155 girls. Only 13 different 
teachers have been employed, each teacher having had 
charge of the same school for the entire year except in Nos. 
2 and g where changes have been made. We have not 
rigidly required the attendance of scholars within their 
own district limits, but have in some cases given them per- 
mission to go to another school when it seemed that better 
results could thereby be secured. 


SPECIFIC SCHOSL. REPORTS, 
Wawr: 


This school has been for several years under the manage- 
ment of the same teacher—one of large experience, and 
who is well calculated to arouse enthusiasm among her 
scholars. ‘The latter were wide awake, cheerful and happy, 
prompt in recitation, eager to ask as well as answer ques- 
tions; presenting an appearance in marked contrast to what 
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we have witnessed in the same school in some former years, 
—a gratifying change. Some of the scholars read and re- 
cited too rapidly; and there was a lack of that precision 
and nicety in pronunciation and expression which is requi- 
site to make good readers and to be readily understood. 
On the whole we consider the progress very good indeed, 
especially among the younger scholars. ‘ 


NO. 2. 


We cannot report this school in those terms of praise 
that we would like to, for it has been only a partial success. 
Teachers were employed that were highly recommended by 
competent authority; those, that in our judgment, were 
well qualified to keep, and would have kept, good schools, 
had they received the aid and encouragement from parents 
and scholars which they had a right to expect. We have 
no apology to offer 
lating wholesome ru 






yr those large scholars, who, when vio- 
s, say: ‘The teacher don’t make us 
behave.” §* She: don't mae us study,” etc. Even if a 
teacher is not in all respects what she should be, such schol- 
ars ought to behave, and ought to study, and be ashamed 
of themselves if they fail to do these things. Their influ- 
ence should be exerted with that of the teacher, in favor of 
good order and a studious school. ‘They should have that 
self respect which impels them to do what is right without 
being compelled by the teacher to do it. We attribute the 
failure to have a first class school to the conduct of a part of 
the larger pupils, whose influence on their associates was 
demoralizing and bad. ‘The standing of the school is not 
what it should be, the improvement not what it ought to 
have been. Having a fine school house, good material for 
a school, favorable surroundings and a previous record of 
good schools for many years past, even a partial failure 
should not occur in East Swanzey. 


NO. 4. 
This was an excellent school, highly satisfactory to all so 
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far as we know. The teacher succeeded in securing and 
retaining the confidence and co-operation of both parents 
and scholars, and this being done, we consider success as- 
sured in any school. ‘To secure this confidence should be 
the earnest endeavor of every teacher. There was com- 
mendable progress in all branches of study to which atten- 
tion was given. The teacher gave her assistance in starting 
two of her advanced scholars in the study of Latin. 


NOLS: 


This, though small, was likewise a good school, and like 
that in No. 4, contains a few good scholars, who, having 
faithfully improved the advantages aftorded them by the 
common school expect soon to avail themselves of those of 
higher grades. We wish all such success. The teacher 
was faithful in the school rqom, and, though having had 
but little previous experience in tea oe ig, she showed her- 
self to be well fitted both as teacher and disciplinarian. 
During the vacation between the Summer and Fall terms 
both the school room and ante room were painted, papered, 






and bordered, making a very neat and attractive place for 
study. 


NO. 4. 

This was one of our prosperous schools and under the 
instruction of an experienced teacher. It was particularly 
marked for its good order and the harmony which appeared 
to prevail throughout the three terms. Its general appear- 
ance afforded us pleasure at each visitation, and commend- 
able improvement was made. So far as we have learned 
this schoo] was highly satisfactory to all concerned. 


No. 8. 


The whole number of scholars attending this school 
during the year was 31. Average attendance 13. Here 
was a good teacher without exception, and the school would 
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have been highly prosperous except for the broken attend- 
ance of some of the members. The attendance was affected 
in a great measure on account of some who did not remain 
in the district but a part of one or two terms. The teacher 
was faithful in the discharge of her school duties, and 
wrought good improvement with her pupils. 


NO. Q. 


The teacher of the first term had previously taught the 
school, had the confidence of all, and was highly successful. 
It was much to be regretted that she could not be retained 
during the year. The teacher of the second and third terms 
had less previous experience and was less successful. 
Though a fine scholar, lady-like in appearance, with a nat- 
ural tact for teaching, she was hardly able to manage suc- 
cessfully some of the discordant elements contained in the 
school. For various reasons the school was small near its 
close. All the examinations were fairly good, but the last 
was not of that interesting nature which it would be our 
pleasure to report. We commend the teachers for making 
out an honest, neat and complete register, as required by 
the laws of New Hampshire, a compliment that can be paid 
to but few of our teachers. 


NO. 10. 


This is one of our smaller schools, but the percentage of 
attendance was larger, and the average attendance relatively 
greater than that of any other in town. The teacher, 
though of several years’ experience and qualified to manage 
a much larger school, gave her entire energies to this. Vis- 
itors always found a neat school room and an orderly school. 
The best of feelings prevailed between teacher and pupils— 
each had confidence in, and seemed, anxious to please the 
other. The instruction was of the practical kind, that 
which was calculated to develop thought and expand the 
mind. There were classes in Physical Geography, Natural 
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History, Book-keeping and Algebra—all good. There was 
nothing of the slip-shod or careless style of doing business, 
precision was required in all the exercises. The progress 
in all studies was highly gratifying. The register of this 
school was also full and complete. . 


NO. II.—-THE VILLAGE SCHOOL, WEST SWANZEY. 


A few years ago, on account of the increased number of 
scholars who attended school at this place, and the large 
number of classes it was found necessary to have, three 
schools were formed out of the two then in operation. ‘This 
change was made under the former district system. These 
three schools which were then graded, have since continued 
under the same arrangement, with perhaps a small increase 
in the number of scholars. ‘They have usually had an ag- 
eregate of about 100 scholars. This year the whole num- 
ber registered is 105. ‘The average attendance has this year 
been somewhat reduced below what it otherwise would have 
been, by reason of an epidemic of whooping cough which 

appeared in the Fall, badly affecting the attendance of the 
two lower schools. And besides the absences which were 
caused by sickness, there have been those, we regret to re- 
port, caused by scholars being kept out of school or permit- 
ted to stay out, for no good or sufficient reason, but much to 
their disadvantage, if an education, or good moral training 
at school, is of any importance to them. To gain the ad- 
vantages to be derived from any system of graded schools it 
is important that scholars be kept at school so they may be 
able to keep along with their classes; and this is very nec- 
essary with those not so easy to learn. If they stay out and 
get behind in their classes, they are apt to get discouraged, 
lose interest in their studies, and finally may drop out alto- 
gether, and perhaps close their school days with a very 
deficient education. 

These schools—and the others of the town--with the 
good advantages which they afford, should be more fully 
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attended, and the attendance of the older scholars should be 
longer continued. Many of our younger people are drop- 
ping out of school too early in life. 


THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


We are able by a little qualification to report this a suc- 
cessful school. The teacher was a conscientious young man 
of fine scholarship and thoroughly devoted to the work of 
teaching. He was a good instructor in all the branches 
taught and zealous for the improvement of his pupils, but 
not so well calculated by his quiet and passive nature to 
awaken the interest or arouse the enthusiasm of a school. 
For the highest success in teaching and school management 
a certain amount of energy and force are requisite as well 
as tact. 

Although the order of the school was not of the first 
quality, the classes generally did well and made very good 
progress. This year this school has had a better and more 
advanced class of scholars than it has ever had in any year 
before. Besides having a fine class of Grammar school 
scholars, it has had a well-advanced High school class who 
would rank well in a school of that grade. If these more- 
advanced scholars should continue, as they should do, to 
attend this school a proper course of study should be adopted 


for them. 
THE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 


This has been taught by the same teacher for the past 
three years with uniform and excellent success. The school 
is well classified and comprises three classes in each of the 
studies pursued. About a dozen scholars have entered this 
school each year from the Primary room, and nearly the 
same number have been promoted to the Grammar depart- 
ment on the merits of their standing in scholarship. ‘Though 
never so designated, this is properly a Grammar school. It 
includes scholars who read well in the Fourth Reader and 
study English Grammar; also those who have studied the 
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Common School Geography one or two terms and are ad- 
vanced in Written Arithmetic as far as through Decimal 
Fractions. The school now comprises a class of very bright 
scholars, who have shown to all who have visited it that they 
have been thoroughly taught and well trained by their 
teacher. We were everyway satisfied with the appearance 
of the school and the work accomplished for the past year. 
The classes in Arithmetic and Geography deserve especial 
mention for their fine appearance at the closing examination. 
The whole was a success for both teacher and scholars. 


THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 


This was one of our best schools and a model, according 
to our idea of what a Primary school should be. The 
teacher was well fitted for primary work, and had the happy 
faculty of interesting young children and making them love 
school and learn. She succeeded in winning the confidence 
and affection of her pupils, as well as the esteem and grati- 
tude of the parents, and this was the key to her success. 
Primary schools need teachers who can give thorough ele- 
mentary instruction as much as any of our schools, and all 
this has here been afforded the past year. One very pleas- 
ing feature of this school has been the exercise of singing 
introduced by the teacher, and we recommend it to be con- 
tinued. 

The examination at the close of the year was very inter- 
esting. The Geography class was a marvel for such young 


scholars. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 


As very favorable terms were proposed to us, Robin- 
son’s Series of Arithmetics has been exchanged for the 
Franklin Series, a change that has given general satisfaction 
and produced good results. 

We find little reason to complain of the general success 
of our schools. Taken together, they will compare favora- 
bly with those of the few preceding years. Most of them 


23 


have been in charge of teachers who have had unqualified 
success. We have no failures to record against any one, for 
our teachers have at least proved faithful and conscientious 
in their work. 

If some schools have not come up to the desired stand- 
ard and been perfectly harmonious and satisfactory, the fault 
does not rest altogether with the teachers, although we know 
the teacher is rightly considered the most important factor of 
the school. 

The ill-success or unpleasantness of a school often de- 
pends upon a few badly disposed scholars and a disposition 
of sensitive parents not to have their children crossed at 
school for anything they may desire, or not desire, to do. 
Any correction or reproof on part of the teacher is not to be 
permitted without causing offence or bitterness of feelings. 
This condition of things affects schools unfavorably and has 
a tendency to embarrass teachers, especially that class who 
do not feel they have the proper support and public senti- 
ment of the place in their favor. 

It is well known and often said that our schools would 
be improved by a better co-operation of parents with 
teachers. But so long as so many of them rarely or never 
visit school there will continue to be this feeling of misun- 
derstanding in regard to them. More-can be learned about 
a school by visiting it and seeing the work as it is done than 
by hearing the reports from others. 

Parents and friends of education can well afford to look 
closely after the interests of their schools, for upon them 
their success and prosperity greatly depend. 

GEORGE I. CUTLER, 
ALONZO A. WARE, 
BENJAMIN READ, 

School Board, 


LIST OF TEXT BOOKS 


ADOPTED AND NOW USED IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
OF SWANZEY. 


The New Testament. 

Worcester’s and Webster’s Dictionaries. 

Readers—The New Franklin Series. 

Speller—Swinton’s Word Book. 

Writing Books—Harper’s Series. 

Arithmetics—The Franklin Series. 

Geographies—-Harper’s School Geography and Intro- 
ductory, Warren’s Physical. 

Grammar—Reed & Kellogge’s Higher Lessons and 
Graded Lessons in English. 

Histories—Quackenbos’ and Scott’s. 

Algebras—Greenleaf’s and Davies’. 

Physiologies—Brand’s and Hutchinson’s. 

Philosophy—Steele’s. 

First Steps in Scientific Knowledge—Bert’s. 

Book-keeping—Mahew’s and Meservey’s. 

Lessons on Manners—Wiggin’s, 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


SCHOOL. MONEY RECEIVED. 





Balance from last year, $14 42 
Town appropriation, 2,500 OO 
Literary fund, 253, 82 
Dog fund, 93, 00 
$2,861 24 


MONEY DISBURSED. 


SCHOOL NO. I. 


Ellen Taft, teaching 30 weeks, $220 00 
Mrs. Ann Lahiff, cleaning house, 2 00 
E. Munsell, wood, g OO 
George Underwood, wood, 5 00 
Harry Ballou, building fires, 3 00 
$239 00 
SCHOOL NO. 2. 

Cora M. Chase, teaching 10 weeks, Sum- 

mer term, Eade $55 00 
Florence Applin, assisting, g 00 
Jennie B. Foster, teaching 19.8 weeks, 178 20 
J. C. Bourn, cleaning house, 3 00 


C. L. Applin, care of house, Spring term, 3 50 
W.H. Carlton and F. A. Adams, care of 
house, Fall term, 6 87 
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Bertie Fitch, care of house, Winter term, ‘$7 00 


C. L. Lane, 6 cords wood, 18 oo 
Lovell Taft, sawing wood, 6 60 
W. H. Spalter, books and slates, Vignio 
children, 51 
A. B. Read, duster, 75 


SCHOOL NO. 4. 


Carrie A. Smith, teaching 30 weeks, $215 00 
Mrs. V. A. Marcy, cleaning house, Ls 
A. S. Blake, wood, 8 50 
Sherman Hills, building fires, "5 
Guy Paige, A 2 00 
Lester Stone, a sf 75 
Kirk & Sewall, wash basin, 20 





SCHOOL NO. 5. 


Susie F. Verry, teaching 30 weeks, $180 oo 
Mrs. V. A. Marcy, cleaning house, 195 
Z. G. Taft, wood, IO OO 
Cecil I. Whitcomb, building fires, 3 00 
C. R. Worcester, use of water, 1886, 

1888, 4 00 





SCHOOL NO. 7. 


Luella F. Howard, teaching 29.4 weeks, $220 50 
Mrs. H. H. Bolles, cleaning house, 3 00 
Fred E. Holbrook, janitor, Summer and 

Fall, 3, 00 


$318 43 


$228 95 


$198 75 
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Bertie R. Weeks, janitor, Winter term, 
H. H. Bolles, wood, 


SCHOOL NO. 8. 


Elsie E. Crouch, teaching 29 weeks, 

Fred O. Bishop, janitor, Fall term, 

James Bishop, janitor, Winter term, 

G. E. Whitcomb, wood, 

5. E. Holbrook, cutting and packing 
wood, 


SCHOOL NO. Q. 


Mary Polk, teaching 10 weeks, Summer 
term, 

Mrs. M. Ballou, boarding teacher, 

Minnie A. Lamson, teaching 20 weeks, 

James M. Ballou, cleaning and care of 
house, 

Walter Harris, care of house, 

Lucy Ballou, care of house, 

F. A. Ballou, wood, 

A. B. Read, wash dish, 

W. H. Spalter, books for Cole children, 


SCHOOL NO. IO. 


Etta A. Newell, teaching 30 weeks, 

Mrs. J. Handy, cleaning house, 

Marcus E. Bullard, building fires, 

G. F. Newell, building fires, 

C. M. Lane, wood, 

G. F. Newell, cutting and splitting wood, 


$22: 


$I 50 


16 oo 





$244 00 


$179 50 
a5 

I 50 

7 80 


35° 





$193 05 





$231 30 





$243 75 
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SCHOOL NO. Il. 


G. E. Lanphear, teaching 30 weeks, 
Luella M. Sawyer, teaching 30 weeks, 
Cora G. Sisson, teaching 30 weeks, 

. Jennie L. Snow, cleaning house, 
F. C. Richardson, janitor, Summer and 

Fall terms, | 

Edgar E. Bourn, janitor Winter term, 
G. E. Whitcomb, coal, 
G. E. Whitcomb, wood, 
O. Sprague, kindlings, 
C. B. Sparhawk, carting coal, 
B.S. Wheeler, sawing and splitting wood, 
F. C. Richardson, packing wood, 
Harper’s School Geography, 


$3.26 
240 
225 


8 





MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


J. B. Sanborn, order and receipt book, 
Expressage on do., 

C. Bridgman, 1 doz. brooms, 

Kirk & Sewall, dust pans and brushes, 
Kirk & Sewall, pails and cup, 

W. H. Spalter, crayons, 

W. H. Spalter, erasers, 

6 brooms, 


Amount received, 
Amount expended, 


Balance, 


$1 


— 


55 





$917 99 


$12 48 


$2,861 24 





2,527 70 





$33 54 
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SCHOOL HOUSE REPAIRS. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance from last year, 
‘Town treasurer, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


SCHOOL NO. I. 


A. A. Ware, teacher’s desk, 


SCHOOL NO. 2. 


J. C. Bourn, plastering, white-washing, 
and oiling floors, 

J. S. Sargent, glass and setting, etc., 

H. Sargent, lock and key, 

A. B. Read, lamp chimneys, 

Damper for stove pipe, 


SCHOOL NO. 4. 


Mrs. A. S. Blake, curtains and fixtures, 
H. E. Fay, repairing clock, 


SCHOOL NO. 5. 


Spencer & Co., lead, oil, etc, 

C. E. Whitcomb, painting, 

C. E. Keith, paper, papering, etc., 
A. A. Ware, painting, papering, etc., 











$13 08 


$3 38 


$18 36 


d1 


SCHOOL NO. 7. 

H. H. Bolles, repairs, ~ $1 go 
SCHOOL NO. 8. 

E. M. Bullard, grading yard, $2 00 
SCHOOL NO. 9. 


Henry Ramsdell, repairing clock, $ 50 











Davis, Wright & Co., stove pipe elbow, 30 
$ So 
SCHOOL NO. IO. 
Kirk & Sewall, stove lid, $ 50 
SCHOOL NO. Il. 
Kirk & Sewall, repairs of heating ap- 
paratus, $21.20 
H. Stratton, repairs, posts, etc., 5 So 
S. H. Fox, window fastening, glass, etc., 62 
$27 62 
Amount received, S71 75 
Amount expended, 69 89g 
Balance, $1 86 


ALONZO A. WARE, 


Treasurer. 


VITAL Stas STC. 


To the Selectmen: 

In compliance with an act of the legislature passed June 
Session, 1887, requiring clerks of towns to furnish a tran- 
script of the record of births, marriages and deaths for 
publication in the Annual Report, I hereby submit the 


following : 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing transcript of births, 
marriages and deaths is correct, according to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

. . GEORGE I. CUTLER, 
Town Clerk. 
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